ASR News & Announcements

William H. Swatos, Jr., Executive Officer


As we draw to the close of 2010, we reflect on the past year and look forward to the future. We made a major change in our association’s life in 2009 as we moved from self-publishing our journal to a cooperative agreement with Oxford University Press. By now that has become a familiar process, and the feedback from members is uniformly good. Whether they are authors or readers, people seem especially happy about on-line access and capabilities, something that would have been impossible for us to do on our own. Looking forward to 2011, we anticipate that possibly even before the ball drops in Times Square we will have a re-tooled Web site, with additional capabilities. I am happy to say that the ASR’s Web address will not change, we will continue to be www.sociologyofreligion.com. (We also own the “dot-org” extension as well, just in case someone from outside the organization tries to find us, and there is an automatic feed from that to the Web site). Scott Schieman has now been working as editor of Sociology of Religion, and we look forward to his first issue in March. This also means, however, that David Yamane will end his editorial service to us with the present issue. Not only has David stayed on as editor through the transition to Oxford, but he has also given us as a whole four years of devoted service, and he deserves a great deal of credit for high quality editing and for intellectually stimulating special features. A concurrent word of thanks must also go to Jerome Baggett for four years of service as book review editor.


The annual feature of News & Announcements in the Winter issue of Sociology of Religion is the call for papers for ASR’s annual meeting, to be held in Chicago, 12-14 August, considering as its major theme “Socially Engaged Religion in Global Context,” the call for which appears in this issue.  Please note four things: (1) You must be a 2011 member of ASR to have a session or paper proposal considered. If you were a 2010 member and have paid 2011 dues, the mails should have by now brought you confirmation and thanks for this along with access information for on-line access to Sociology of Religion. If you were a 2010 member and have not previously paid 2011 dues, you should by now have correspondingly received a second dues notice. Please complete and return this as quickly as possible. Persons renewing in the current round of dues notices will receive their confirmations and access information in successive rounds of correspondence prior to the publication of volume 71/1. (2) Our arrangement with OUP does not make it practical for us to continue to accept “rolling” dues across the year. Persons whose dues have not been paid by the time the mailing list for the first issue of volume 71 goes to OUP will not be eligible to receive volume 71/1, but will receive on-line access information so as to read the journal. Persons paying after this point will otherwise be considered 2011 members for annual meeting participation purposes, but receive only the remaining issues of the year. (3) If you are submitting a session proposal, at least one author of each paper included on the session must be a 2011 ASR member. In general, the same provision applies to discussion and book-review panels. Persons who have not been 2010 members can obtain a membership form from the ASR Website, www.sociologyofreligion.com or by emailing the Executive Office at bill4329@hotmail.com. Although the Website is under reconstruction, the membership application form should be able to be accessed, downloaded, and printed without difficulty. (4) Nothing should be submitted prior to January 1, 2011. Materials submitted prior to that time are unlikely to receive a response. The period for submission of session proposals is strictly limited to January 1-31, 2011, while the submission period for individual papers extends through February 28, 2011.


Regardless of whether or not you are hoping to be on the program for 2011, I do hope you will make a concerted effort to attend the annual meeting. Our attendance problems and costs in Atlanta were not as bad as they were in San Francisco in 2009, but we did still have to again pay penalty charges. Chicago is one of the most easily accessed cities in the United States, and has one of the cheapest public transport systems to bring persons in by “El” from either airport. Other than the Northeast corridor, Chicago also has the best train service in all directions—including a ride right through the center of Galva if you’re coming from the West! Given the heightened security issues at airports (and the extra time involved as a result), you may wish to give Amtrak a second look, if you haven’t in recent years.

 
On a related note, I’m happy to say that we already have one volume for this year’s “Religion and the Social Order” series which we co-publish with Brill now at the Executive Office for editing. We hope to see three volumes this year. Another volume for 2012 is on the drawing board. These books provide a complement to Sociology of Religion inasmuch as they allow a larger collection of chapters focused on a single subject, while the journal can offer new theoretical explorations and empirical studies across the entirety of our field. I hope those of you with institutional affiliations will continue to work to support both of these publishing programs by encouraging institutional subscriptions.  

Best wishes to all of you in this holiday season and for 2011.

OTHER ASSOCIATIONS AND EVENTS


The British Sociological Association’s Sociology of Religion Study Group will hold its annual conference April 11-13, 2011 at Woodbrooke Conference Center Birmingham on the subject of “Religion and Social Theory: Developing a New Agenda for the Sociology of Religion.” For further information see www.sorel.org.uk.

The 34rd annual Denton Conference on Implicit Religion will be held at Denton Hall, Ilkley, West Yorkshire (UK), May 7-9, 2011. For further information see www.implicitreligion.org.

