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FROM THE PRESIDENT: NORTH TO MONTRÉAL!

After a period of uncertainty about the site for our 2006 annual meeting, we can now announce that the ASR will be heading north next year (August 10-12) to the beautiful and cosmopolitan city of Montréal. Our original destination was to have been New York, which the American Sociological Association later switched to San Francisco. However, continuing conflict between the consortium of downtown hotels in that city and the unionized hotel employees, who have been working without a contract, prompted ASA to look for an alternate venue. In the end, it chose a once-in-a-decade return trip to Canada.


And what a fine choice it is! I have been to Montréal more times than I can recall, and I can testify to three truths about the city: (1) I have never felt “alien” while walking its vibrant streets. I have never been at a loss for things to do on a visit. (3) I have never eaten a badly prepared meal there, regardless of cuisine or price range. Don’t speak french? Pas de problème! Montréalais and Montréalaises of every background wait to greet visitors to their city in any number of languages, representing the varied cultures from which they themselves are drawn. In English or en français, as the tourist slogan says, “It’s warmer in Québec!”

Bill Swatos, our Executive Officer, is in the process of negotiating with hotels, and I encourage you to make your reservations in our designated headquarters, when that information in circulated in the Spring issue of News & Announcements. This means not only that you may enjoy the congenial company of your closest colleagues during your stay, but filling a prescribed number of rooms also helps us to save on meeting costs, thus keeping registration fees at affordable levels for all.


We have adopted as our program theme for 2006: Intersections: History Meets the Sociology of Religion . . . Again.” The 2006 Program Chair, Peter Kivisto, welcomes submissions on the historical sociology of religion, and on any other topic that relates to religion as viewed from a sociological perspective. Feel free to contact Peter at ASR2006@augustana.edu with your abstracts, proposals, offers to chair, and other ideas. Already we intend to feature some work of sociologists from Québec, whose accomplished scholarship is not regularly presented before English-speaking audiences. So join us this summer in Montréal. It will be an occasion that is not be missed!


Kevin J. Christiano


University of Notre Dame

GRANTS AND AWARDS

Each year the ASR offers three grant/award programs, all of which require ASR membership either at the time of application or previously. The following list details the 2006 procedures, which supersede any previously published submission guidelines:

Robert J. McNamara Award

The McNamara Award in the amount of $500 is given annually to recognize an outstanding graduate student paper in the sociology of religion, although the award committee is always free to withhold the award in the event that no papers of distinction are received. This year’s committee members are Lutz Kaelber, chair, Omar McRoberts, and Robert Woodberry. Authors must be currently enrolled students who have not defended the Ph.D. when the paper is submitted. Submission for McNamara consideration is separate from program participation; students who wish their papers considered for the program must submit paper abstracts to the Program Chair following the guidelines for all standard paper submissions. 


Submissions must be received by 1 June 2006 to be eligible for this year’s award. Submission should be in the form of articles with a maximum length of 40 double-spaced, single-sided pages inclusive of all material: text, titles, notes, tables, figures, etc. The title page should include an abstract of no more than 200 words. Text should not exceed 12,000 words, i.e., approximately 36 double-spaced pages of 12 point (or 10 cpi) type.


Submissions should take the form of a file formatted in Microsoft Word sent to the chair at the email following. Alternatively, a CD containing the file may be mailed to the chair. Responsibility for the timely submission of useable materials to the proper address rests entirely with the applicant. Send submissions to: Prof. Lutz Kaelber, Department of Sociology, University of Vermont, 31 S Prospect St., Burlington, VT 05405-0176. lkaelber@uvm.edu.
Joseph H. Fichter Research Grants

A total of $12,500 is available to fund promising research in either of two areas, prioritized as follows: (1) women and religion, gender issues, and feminist perspectives on religion; (2) sociology of the parish. The allocation of the total amount is entirely at the committee’s discretion; historically, however, the money has been divided among several proposals. The competition is open to all categories of members at all levels of their careers, including those seeking funding for dissertation research, but funding for already completed research or the publication of research is excluded. Applicants must have been members of ASR in 2005. This year’s committee is composed of Barbara Denison (chair), Ruth Wallace, and Darren Sherkat.


A proposal of not more than five double-spaced pages should outline the rationale and plan of the research. A detailed budget and vita should be attached. Simultaneous submissions to other grant competitions are permissible only if the applicant is explicit about which budgetary aspects the Fichter grant will cover that do not overlap with other submissions. Send four copies of the application packet to Barbara at POB 211, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055. Submissions must be postmarked by 1 March 2006; awards will be announced 1 May 2006, at which time the moneys will also begin to be available. Questions? Phone Barbara at 717-477-1257 or e-mail bjdeni@ship.edu.
Ralph A. Gallagher Travel Grants

Gallagher grants to assist with travel to attend the ASR annual meeting are offered annually by the Council to graduate students and non-US/Canadian scholars whose papers are accepted for inclusion on the program. Note that these are assistance grants, and participation cannot be made contingent upon their receipt. A total of $3,000 is available for the 2006 meeting. Grants are normally in the amount of $600 for foreign colleagues and $300 for domestic graduate students, and may never exceed $1,000. Application must be made to the Program Chair (Peter Kivisto), and final grants are determined by an ad hoc committee composed of the Program Chair, President, and Executive Officer. Persons in need of travel assistance should indicate their circumstances at the time they submit their program proposal or abstract. This should take the form of a letter in which the applicant indicates a specific dollar request, states the reason for the request, and provides reasonable evidence that funds to cover the balance of the trip are in hand.

OTHER ASSOCIATIONS’ PROGRAMS


The Religious Research Association will make $17,000 available in the summer of 2006 through its Constant H. Jacquet Research Awards program. One-year advance RRA membership is normally expected of applicants, but students may join at the time they apply for a grant. An official RRA grant application form is required. Preference is given to applied (client-centered) research, but basic research proposals are also considered, and the majority of actual awards are normally in this category. Individual awards are usually limited to $3,000. The Committee especially welcomes proposals from scholars who are in the early stages of their careers, as well as from students. Contact: Mary Bendyna, CARA, Ste 400, 2300 Wisconsin Ave NW, Washington, DC 20007; bendynam@georgetown.edu. Also check the RRA Web site: http://rra.hartsem.edu. Applications must be received by 1 April 2006.


The Society for the Scientific Study of Religion will make several thousand dollars available in research grants, a minimum of one-fourth of which is available to junior scholars. Membership in SSSR for one year prior to application is required. SSSR also makes grants available to foreign scholars and to students to participate in its annual meetings. Further information is available on the SSSR Web site, www.sssrweb.org or from SSSR Executive Officer Larry Greil, fgreil@alfred.edu. The application deadline for the research funds is 1 March 2006.

DUES AND CONTRIBUTIONS

Some of you will be receiving dues notices with this newsletter. Regardless of whether or not you have dues now owing, please consider a tax-deductible, year-end contribution to assist with one of the ASR’s designated funds—Fichter, Furfey, Gallagher, and McNamara. Although the ASR is still financially very secure in terms of our principal, recent years have not been particularly good ones for returns on investments (which is the major reason the amounts for Gallagher and Fichter grants remain at reduced levels from a few years ago). Contributions may be included with your dues, or if your dues are already paid, room has also conveniently been made on the reverse of the green directory information sheet. Please be attentive both to paying your dues on time and to keeping your directory information up to date. Each year ASR spends the better part of $1,000 collecting late dues and paying for postal service address corrections, which is hardly the best use to which those funds could be put. If you really want to do ASR a favor this season, consider recruiting (gifting) a new member or library subscription.

FROM THE NEW EDITOR OF SOCIOLOGY OF RELIGION
Sociology of Religion is a journal with a distinguished history and exciting future. Like most editors, my goal is to build on the former while looking to the latter. I would like to share some ideas I have for the journal and solicit your involvement.

Building on the distinguished history of the journal means living up to the high standard set by previous editors. SoR has published work by renowned scholars from Ammerman to Wuthnow. Bellah, Luhmann, Parsons, and Sorokin all published in SoR. More recently, the journal published an article by Rhys Williams that won the ASA Religion Section Distinguished Article Award. The journal has also been a valuable outlet for scholars just getting started in their careers. This is true of Andrew Greeley, James Davison Hunter, Mary Jo Neitz, and on and on.

A big part of looking to the future is embodied in the journal’s new Web site: www.sorjournal.org. As scholars become more and more networked electronically, we increasingly expect to get much of the information we need to do our work on-line. My hope is that you will get everything you need to participate in the life of SoR—particularly the new “Notice to Contributors”—on the Web.

Looking to the future also means being open to work that is on the cutting edge of the field regardless of its substantive focus, theoretical orientation, or methodological approach. It means being open to work by people or on topics or from perspectives with which I am unfamiliar. Of course, the backbone of SoR will continue to be theoretically-driven, empirically-grounded research reports. But I also encourage—and solicit—people to submit articles that go beyond the standard research report. To invoke the well-worn cliché, I’m also looking for people who “think outside the box.”

On this last point, I have two particular ideas for essays I would like to publish. The first goes under the heading of “The Craft of Research.” These are essays that offer critical reflections on the research act—tales from the field or lab—designed to increase reflexivity and sophistication in our empirical work as sociologists of religion. The second goes under the heading of “Improving the State of the Art.” These essays will be surveys of and interventions into substantive areas or theoretical debates intended to push the field ahead, pieces that may later become touchstones for anyone working in a particular field or problem.

I insist that authors be thoughtful and meticulous in crafting the articles they send to SoR, of course, but I also encourage authors to be creative and bold, even provocative. Like you, I am swamped with reading material. Given this competition, as incoming editor I aspire to produce a journal that compels your attention. So, send me your most compelling work. And if you have an idea for an essay, symposium, or special issue, please be in touch with me. I have only about 400 pages a year, and I want to make them the most intelligent, memorable, and useful pages possible.

Finally, I am also happy to announce that Jerome Baggett of the Jesuit School of Theology at Berkeley is the incoming Book Review Editor. If you wish to have your books considered for review, the first step is to ensure that they get to him (1735 LeRoy Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94709; jbaggett@jtsb.edu). 


— David Yamane


sored@wfu.edu
FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES/SEMINARS
A one-day conference, Encountering the Other: Religious Tolerance and Hospitality, will be held at the University of Notre Dame, 24 April 2006. Persons interesting in learning more about the conference or presenting a paper should contact Sarah MacMillen (smacmill@nd.edu) or check the Website, http:// www.nd/~jsmith37/other.html.

An NEH Summer Seminar, The Seven Deadly Sins as Cultural Constructions in the Middle Ages, under the direction of Richard G. Newhauser, of Trinity University (San Antonio) will be held 17 July to 18 August at Darwin College, Cambridge, England. See http://www.trinit. edu/rnewhaus/neh2006/index.htm. The application deadline is 1 March.

RRA/SSSR will meet jointly 19-21 October 2006 in Portland, Oregon. The SSSR theme is Religion v. Spirituality?: Assessing the Relationship between Institutional Religious Involvement and Personal Religious Experience, contact Brenda Brasher, program chair, bebrasher@abdn.ac.uk. The RRA theme is Diversity Within Religious Organizations, contact Michael O. Emerson, program chair, moeRRA@rice.edu. For both programs, deadlines are 15 January/sessions; 15 March/papers.

For those who really think ahead, there will be an inaugural conference for the Centre for the Study of Sport and Spirituality at York St John College, York, England in August/September 2007. Contact: sportspirituality@yorksj.ac.uk. 

MEMBER NEWS

It is with regret that we note the death of K. Peter Takayama, for many years a member of the sociology faculty of Memphis State University (now the University of Memphis) and of the ASR. Peter’s work focused primarily upon church structures (denominationalism) and upon the interface between Japanese traditions/culture and Protestant Christianity. Peter died early this summer after fighting cancer for over a decade, in Knoxville, where he moved to be closer to his daughter, a medical doctor.


We congratulate Steve Warner and Kirk Hadaway on their elections to the presidencies of, respectively, SSSR and RRA. The SSSR presidency is a one-year term, RRA is two years. SSSR and RRA presidential addresses will be given this year by colleagues Donald Miller and Dan Olson.

A number of our colleagues have been recognized by awards from the Louisville Institute. These include Rebecca Sager (dissertation), and Sandra Barnes, Nancy Eiesland, and Richard Wood (summer stipends).


Research on scientists’ religiosity by Elaine Howard Ecklund presented at our meeting this August was featured during the meetings in USA Today and subsequently in the Chronicle of Higher Education.

We have been pleased with the reception of the first volume of the revived Religion and the Social Order series, edited by Fenggang Yang and Joe Tamney. You can order this volume through a link on our Web site or directly from our office (see the dues/contributions forms). Also enclosed with this mailing is a form for you to send to your librarian to order a copy directly for your library. Please encourage your library to become a regular subscriber to the series. A forthcoming volume in the area of pilgrimage and tourism is well along in the editing process, ideally to be ready by our annual meeting.




